distance between the right and left semilunaris lines, to which the sides of the mesh are to be anchored. The distance between these lines diVers in diVerent patients. Also, it does not apply to the vertical length of the defect because, for upper abdominal hernias approaching the xiphoid, the upper limit for mesh extension is the apex of the retro xiphoid triangle, and for lower abdominal defects approaching the pubic bone the lower limit of mesh extension is the Cooper's ligament, to which the lower edge of the mesh is to be anchored.
The same limitations are true for hernias on either side of the midline.
In summary, the proposed coeYcient cannot be applied to all ventral hernias as a universal formula.
